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his choice. From 1696 onwards, nephew has suc-
ceeded uncle in unbroken line. But the separation
of the temporal from the ecclesiastical functions of
the sovereign by Danilo II. in 1851 has altered the
character of the Montenegrin monarchy by permitting
the Prince to marry ; and, though Danilo II. was
followed by his nephew, in future the dignity may
be expected to descend from father to son.

Having resolved upon this change in their form of
government, the Montenegrins had little doubt whom
to choose as the founder of the new dynasty. Every
visitor to Cetinje has passed through the village of
Njegus, which lies about half-way between Cattaro
and the Montenegrin capital. In the distance the
cold grey houses of the hamlet look like a heap of
stones, hardly distinguishable from the gaunt lime-
stone rocks which surround it But no spot in his
mountain country is dearer to the Prince than this
unpretentious hamlet, for it was the cradle of his
race, the impregnable stronghold of Montenegrin
independence. The village derives its name from
a mountain in the Herzegovina, whose inhabitants
had fled for refuge from the Turks to Montenegro
a couple of centuries before, and had called their
new settlement after their old home. One of the
descendants of these Herzegovinian exiles, Danilo
Petrovic, was a leading man at Njegus two hundred
years ago, and it was upon him that the choice of
the people fell. For a long time he declined the
proffered honour. He pleaded youth, inexperience,
and lack of ambition. He preferred the cloister at
Cetinje to the leadership of the nation. But, at last,